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For  GzoRGE RISE, at the Shakeſpear's-Heads _ 
STONE EWING, at the Angel and Bible, and -. 


WiLLian SmirTH, at the Hercules, Bookſellers 
in Dame's-firecr. M occ xxx. : 
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ESSAY on MAN. 


EPISTLE N 
R—_—_LAKRN Dulneſs, Warn! The DUniverſal 


Cauſe 
« Acts to one End, but acts by various 


. Laws.” 155 

I all the Madneſs of ſuperfluous Health, 

The Trim of Pride, and [ mpudence of Wealth, | 
Let that great Truth be preſent Night and Day; 5 
| But moſt be preſent, if thou preach, or pray. 


View 


(6) 


ws 953 — 0 * 


er thy own World: Behold the chef L Lore 
Combir ing all below, and al aboye.: 3 Rs {I 583 


. lifeleſs Matter moving to one mo: 


5 "The fingle Atoms each to other tend, 1 = 


Ara, attraQted 1 to, the next in b 
By Nature form d its Neighbour to embrace. 
Behold i it next, with various Life endu d, 
Preſs to one Centre ſtill, the Gen 'ral Goed. 


See dying Vegetables Life ſuſtain, 7 
_ See Life diſſolving vegetate again. | | 


All Forms that periſh other Forms ſupply, 
By turns they catch the vital Breath, and die; 


25 : : ie Bubbles on the Sea of Matter born, | 
Sy They riſe, they break, and to chat Sea return. 20 


Nothing is foreign: Parts relate to Whole: 
One Allextending, All-preſerving Soul 
Connects all Being, greateſt with the leaſt; 
Made Beaſt in Aid of Man, and Manof Beaſt: 


Each ſerv'd, and ſerving; 0 nothing ſtands alone; 4 8 85 


The Chain holds on, and where it ends, unknown! 
Has God, thou Fool! work'd ſolely for thy Good; 
Thy Joy, thy Paſtime, thy Attire, thy Food? 


Who 


_ Fax 
Isi 


Is1 


Sh. 


Who for thy Table feeds the wanton Fawn, 


For him, as kindly, ſpreads the flow'ry Lawn. 20 


ls it for thee the Lark aſcends and ſings? 
Joy tunes his Voice, Joy elevates his Wings: 
Is it for thee the Linnet pours his Throat? 


Loves of his own, and Raptures, ſwell the Note. 


3 
Shares with his Lord the Pleaſure and the Pride. 


The bounding Steed you pompoully beſtride, 


Is thine alone the Seed that ſtrows the Plain? 


The Birds of Heav'n ſhall vindicate their Grain. 


Thine the full Harveſt of the Golden Year? 
Part pays, and juſtly, the deſerving Steer. 15 WE 
The Hog that plows not, nor obeys thy Call, 
Lives on the Labours of this Lord of All. 
Know, Nature's Children all divide her Care ; 


The Furr that warms a Monarch, warm'd a how: 
W hile Man exclaims, ſee all Things for my Uſe! 


See Man for mine, replies a pam per d Gooſe: : 


„ 


: What care to tend, to lodge, to cram, to treat him, | 


All this he knew; ; but not that twas to eat him. 


As far as Gooſe could judge, hereaſon'd right, 


Bur as to Man, miſtook the Matter quite: | 


(30 


| 

| The 
And juſt as ſhort 165 Reaſon, Man will fall, Th 
| C 
| | Who thinks All made for One, not One for All. X 
l Grant, that the Pow'rful ſtill the Weak controul, 8 15 


| has Be Man the Wit and Tyrant of the Whole. 
Nrunz that Tyrant checks; He only knows = JP | 
And feels, another Creature' s Wants and Woes. 5 


1 Say, will the ralcon ſtooping from above, 


Smit with her varying Plumage, ſpare the Dove? A 
Admires the Jay the Inſect's gilded Wings, 5 
| Or hears the Hawk, when Philomela ſings ? Ea. v 


Man cares for All: To Birds he gives his Woods, Kni 
To Beaſts his Paſtures, and to Fiſh his Floods, 1 85 To! 
For ſome, his Int'reſt prompts him to provide, x Anc 
For more, his Pleaſure, yet for more his Pride: | Say 
All feed on one vain Patron, and =—_— 67 Wh 
Th' extenſive Bleſſing of his TT Rea 
That very Life his learned Hunger crayes ] Eg, Car 
| Heſaves from Famine, from the Savage faves : : | Sta 
Nay, feafts the Animal he dooms his Feaſt, „ 
And 'till he ends the Being, makes it bleſt. = 50 hi 
The favour'd Man, by Touch Etherial flain, 8 


Not leſs foreſees the Stroke, or feels the Pain. 
_ The 


DDr 


„ 
The Creature had his Feaſt of Life before; 
Thou too muſt periſh, when thy Feaſt is o'er! . : | 


To each unthinking Being Heav'n a Friend, 78 
Gives not the uſeleſs Knowledge of its End 3 
To Mani imparts it; but with ſuch a View, 
As while he dreads it, makes him hopei it too. 


The Hour conceal'd, and ſo remote the Fear, 
Death ſtill draws nearer, never ſeeming near, 80 
Great ſtanding Miracle! that Heav' n aſſign'd | 
= BE only Thinking Thing, this Turn of Mind. 
» | Whether with Reaſon, or with Inſtinct bleſt, 
Know, all enjoy that Pow'r which ſuits? em bet, < 
ToBliſs, alike, by that Direction tend, 85 
And find the Means proportion'd to their End. 
Say, where full Inſtinck is th' unerring Guide, 


© What Pope or Council can they need beſide? 


Reaſon, however able, cool at beſt, 
Cares not for Service, or but ſerves when preſt, z 90 
Stays till we call, and then not often nears 
But honeſt Inſtinct᷑ comes a Volunteer. 
> | This too ſerves always, Reaſon never long; 
One muſt go right, the other may go wrong. 
B- 
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85 sec tben the adling and comparing Pow'rs, : ” 95 


One in their N ature, which are two in ours; 


And Reaſon raiſe o'er Inſtindt, as you can; 
In this, tis God directs, in that, tis Man. 


Who taught the Nations of the Field and Wood, 


To ſhun their Poiſon, and to chuſe their Food? 100 
3 Preſcient, the Tydes or Tempeſts to withſtand, 
5 Build on the Wave, or Arch beneath the Sand! ? 


Who made the Spider Parallels deſi ign, 
Sure as De- Moi ure, withoui Rule or Line? 1 


| Who bid the Stork, Columbus like, explore er 


Heav'ns not his own, and Worlds unknown before? ? 


8 Who calls the Council, ſtates the certain Day. 
35 Who forms the Phalanx, and who points the way? > 


GOD, inthe Natureof each Being, founds 
Its proper Bliſs, and lets its proper Bounds: : 110 


But as he fram d a Whole, the Whole to bleſs 
On mutual Wants built mutual Happineſs: | 


So from the firſt, Eternal Qnpen ran, 
And Creature link d to Creature, Man to Man. 


What'ere of Life alf quickening Zther keeps, ITS, - 


Or breathes thro Air, or ſhoots beneath the Deeps, 
Or 
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(xx) 
* | Ot pours profuſe on Earth; one Nature Feeds 
The vital Flame, and ſwells the genial Seeds. 
Not Man alone, but all that roam the Wood, 
| Or wing the Sky, or roll along the Flood, 12d 
Each loves 7:ſelf, but not itſelf alone, 
ö Each Sex deſires alike, till e 0 ; 
Nor ends the Pleaſure with the fierce Embrace; | 
All love themſelves, a third time, in their Kr. 
The Beaſt, the Bird, their common Charge attend, 127 
The Mothers nurſe it, and the Sires defend 
The young diſmiſs 'd to wander Earth or Air, 
; There ſtops the Inſtinct, and there ends the Care, ; 
The Link diſſolves, each ſeeks a freſh Embrace, = . 
Another Love ſucceeds, another Race. 
A longer Care Man's helpleſ: $ Kind demands; 
 Þ That longer Care contracts more laſting Bands: 
Reflettion, Reaſon, fill the Ties im prove, | 
At onceextend the Int'reſt, and the Love? 1373 
 WithChoice we fix, with ymparhy we burn. 
Each Virtue in each Paſſion takes its Turn "= 
And lil new. Needs, new Helps, new Habizs riſe, 


That graft Benevolence on Charities, 
e 2 = From 


— 


VR 


| I From private Sparkles raiſe the gen'ral Flame, 140 1 
„ And bid Self-Love and Social be ene þ 
l | Thus as one Brood, and EE another role, þ 
| Theſe narral Love maintain'd, habitual thoſe ; 0 
I ̃ be laſt, ſcarceripen'd into perfect Man, 1 
Saw helpleſs Him from whom their Life began: 145 N 
5 } Meme ry and Forecaſt juſt Returns engage of 8B 
Treat pointed back to 10th, this on to Age; ſ 
| While Pleaſure, Gratitude and Hope, combin'd, 1 
it Still ſpread the Int'reſt, and preſerv'd the K ind. „ 

| Nor think in Nature's State they blindly trod; 150 7 
The State of Na runꝝ was the Reign of God: Re. 1 
5 Self. Love and Social at her Birth began, 7 MT T 
UNION, the Bond of all Things, and of Man. | is 
Pridethen was not ; nor Arts, that Pride to aid; 3 7 
Man walk'd with Beat, j joint Tenant of the hade; "> 155 ec 
The ſame his Table, and the ſame his Bed, : oy 
No Murder cloath'd bim, and no Murder fed. : _ 5 
cc 


In the lame Temple, the reſounding Wood, | 
All Vocal Beings hymn'd theirequal God: ; 1 
The Shrine with Gore unſtain'd, with Gold undreſt 160 


DD Vabrib d, . ſtood the blameleſs Prieſt : 
| Heay' us 


(13) 

_ Heay'ns Attribute was Univerſal Care, 

And Man's Prerogative to rule, bur ſpare. 

Ah how unlike the Man of Times to come! | 
Oft half that live, the Butcher, ach the Tomb; 1657 
| Who, Foe to Nature, hears the gen'ral Groan, 
Murders their Species, and betrays his own. 

But juſt Diſcaſe to Luxury ſucceeds, 

And ey'ry Death its own Avenger breeds; _ 

| The Fury- Paſſions from that Blood began, 170 
And turn'd on Man a fiercer Savage, Man. : 
See him from Nature riſing flow to Art! 

To copy Inſtinct, then, was Reafon's Part y' 27% Oh 

Thus then to Man the Voice of Nature (| pake 


©. Go! from the Creatures thy Inſtructions tale; 1759, 


* Learn from the Birds what Food the Thickets yield; 
oe: Learn from the Beaſts the Phyſick of the Field. 
ce Thy Arts of Building from the Bee receive; 
© Learn of the Mole to plow, the Worm to weaveʒ 
« Learn of thelittle N autilus 0 fail, "ui 
= Spread the thin Oar, and catch the driving Gale, 15 
| & Here 
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5 66 PR Forms of ſocial Union find, 
te And hence let Reaſon, late, inſtruct Mankind je 


« Here Subierranean Works and Cities ſer, 
4 There Towns Aerial on the waving Tree. 


* Learn each ſmall People Genius, Policies; 


7 The Ants Republic, and the Realm of Bees; 


Hou thoſe in common all their Stores beſtow, 


ce And Anarchy without Confuſion know, ' 


1 And theſe for ever, tho' s Monarch reign, 


ce Thar ſep rate Cells and Properties maintain. 


« Mark what unvgry'd Laws preſerve their State, 


te Laws wiſe as Nature, and as fix? d as Fate. 


60 In vain thy Reaſon finer Webs ſhall draw, 


Entangle Juſtice in her Net of Law, 


And Right too rigid harden into Wrong, 
ee Still for the Strong too weak, the Weak too ſtrong. 
ret Go! and thus ver all the Creatures ſway, | 


* Thus let the Wi ſer make the reſt obey, Ih 
« Who for thoſe Ar 
5 As Kings ſhall crown them, or as Gods adore.” 
Great Nature (; poke z obſeryant Men obey 'd; 
Cities were built, Societies were made: | 


ts they learn'd of Brutes before, 


190 
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200 
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Here roſe one Rue State Another near 
Grew by like means, and join'd, thro Tove or Fear. 205 
Did here the Trees with ruddier Burdens bend, 


And there the Streams in purer Rills deſcend? 


| What #ar could raviſh, Commerce could beſtow, 
And he return'd a Friend, who came a Foe, a 
Thus States were form'd ; the Name of King unknown, „ 
Till common Int'reſt plac'd the Sway in one. a 
Then VirTus oNLr (or in Arts, or Arms, 


Diffuſing Bleſſings, or averting Harms) 
The ſame which in a Sire the Sons obey'd, 


A Prince the Father of a People made. | 215 


t Till then, by Nature crown'd, each Patriarch fate, s 


5 King, prieſt, and karent of his growing State: 
On him, their ſecond Providence, they hung, 


Their Law, his Eye; their Oracle, his Tongue. 


He, from the wond'ring Furrow calbd their Food, 220 


Taught to command the Fire, controul the Flood, 
Draw forth the Monſters of th* Abyſs profound, 
Or fetch th' Aerial Eaglet to the Ground. 
fill drooping, ſick'ning, dying, they bags . 
| Whom they rever'd as God, to mourn as Man. 225 
„ Tben 


(-16. 

Then, looking up from Sire to Sire, explor'd | 

One Great, Firſt Father, and that firſt Ador'd. 
Or plain Tradition that this All begun, 


Convey'd unbroken Faith from Sire to Son, 
The Workman from the Work diſtinct was an. 2 30 


And ſimple Reaſon never ſought but One: ES Sh 
E're Wit oblique had broke that ſteady Light, T. 

| Man, like his Maker, ſaw, that all was right, Sb 
: To Virtue in the Paths of Pleaſure trod, Sa 
And own'da Father when he own'd a God. = 5 D 

| t 


Lor all the Faith, and all th? Allegiance then ; 
For Nature knew no Right Divine i in Men, 
: No Ill could fear in God; and underſtood 
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* Sl 
A Sovereign Being but a Sovereign an... ; A 
True Faith, true Policy, united ran, 5 240 ; Z 


That was but Love of God, and this of Man. 
Who firſt taught Souls enſlay'd, and Realms undone 
Thi enormous Faith of Many made for One? 


That proud Exception toall Nature's Laws, 


bg 


T'invert the World, and counter-work i its Cauſe? 245 
Force firſt made Conqueſt, and that Conqueſt Law; 
Till Superſtition taught the Tyrant Awe, 


Thea 


—_ | = 


ay - < 
abe beet rnd wb S 1s. 
And Gods of Conqu rors, Slaves of Subjects made 7 4 
She, midſt the Li gbr ning oblaae and Thunder ss ound. 2%/ | 
When rock' d the Mountains, and when groag'd the 
Gtoun I, 5 l | 3 1 a 
She taught the Weak to bend, the Proud to pray, 
To Power unſeen, and mightier far than they. 
dhe, from the rending Earth and burſting Skies, 
Saw Gods deſcend, and Fiends infernal rife, 257 
Here fix'd the dreadful, there the bleſt Abodes; 5 
Fear made her Devils, and weak Hope her Gods: 
Gods partial, change ful, paſſionate, unjuſt, 
Whoſe Attributes were Rage, Revenge, or Luft : 
Such as the Souls of Cowards might conceive, 260 
And form'd like Tyrants, Tyrants would believe. 
Zeal then, not Charity, became the Guide, 
And Hell was built on Spire; and Heav'n on Pride. 
Then ſacred ſeem'd th* Ætherial Vault no more; 
Altars grew Marble then, and reek'd with Gore: 2 269 
Then firſt the Hamen taſted living Food; © "iT 


Next his grim Ido! fmear'd wal human Blood; 
C eee 


| A 18 ) 
With Heawns own Thunders ſhook the World below, 2 
And play d the God an Engine on his Foe. 1. 
So drives Self. Love, thro' Juſt, and thro' Unjuſt, 270 1 
To One man's Pow'r, Ambition, Lucre, Luſt: 
Tue ſame Self-Love, in All, becomes the Cauſe 
Ot whatreſtrains him, Government and Laws. 
For what one likes, if others like as well, EF 1 | or 
What ſerves one Will when many Wills rebel? 27 Fr 
How ſhall be keep, what ſleeping or awake | 
A weaker may ſurprize, a ſtronger take? 
His Safety muſt his Liberty reſtrain | 
All join to guard what each deſires to gain. 
Forc'd into Virtue thus by Self. Defence, 280 
Ey'n Kings learn'd Juſtice and Benevolence; 
Self- Love forſook the Path it firſt purſu'd, 


And found the private in the publick Good. on. 4 
Twas then, the ſtudious Head or gen rous Mind, pe 
Follow'r of God, or Friend of Humankind, 287 U 


8 2. Poet or patriot, roſe, but to reſtore | 
The Faith and Moral, Nature gave before; ; 
Re-lum'd her ancient Light, not kindled new; 


It not God's Imeze, yet his Shadow drew; 


9 4 
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| (19) 
_ Taught Pow'rs dueUſeto People and to Kings, 290 
| Taught, not to ſlack, nor ſtrain, its tender ſtrings; -_ 
The Leſs, and Greater, ſet ſo juſtly true, | 
That touching one, mult ſtrike the other too, 
And jaFing Int'reſts of themſclvescreate 
The according Muſick of a well-mix'dSrare, © 295 
such is the WonLD's great Harmony, that ſprings AE 
From Union, Order, full Conſent of Things! - 
| : Where Small and Great,where Weak and Mighty,made 
To lerve, not ſuffer, ſtrengthen, not invade, 
More fow'rful each, as needſul to the rel, vide 
And in Proportion as it bleſſes, bleſt, i 
Draw to one Point, and to one Centre bring 
Beaſt, Man, or Angel, Servant, Lord, or King. : 
For Forms of Government let Fools conteſt; 
What ere is beſtadminiſtred, isbeſt : *_ fn -; 
For Modes of Faith let graceleſs Zealots fight; ; 
His can't be wrong whoſe Liſe la in the right.. 
All muſt be falſe, that thwart this One Great End, 
And all of God, that bleſs Mankind, or mend. 310 
Man, like the gen ' rous Vine, ſupported lives, 


The Strength he gains is from th Embrace he gives. 
. „ Oa 


on their own Axis as the Planets un. 

vet make at once their Cirele round the Sun: 

So two conſiſtent Motions act the Soul, | 320 
And one regards Iſelf, and one the Whole. 

| Thus God and Nature linke d the gen 'ral Frames, 

Aud bade Solfe Love and Social be the ſame. 


